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 Research Tip

 

For Local 
Demographics

Do not forget to contact 
your local municipal 
government for 
demographics.

Their Economic 
Development 
department will likely 
have local reports 
accessible either online 
or in person.

 

2006 Census results will not be fully released until May 2008.  If require demographic 
details that are not yet covered in the 2006 Census release cycle there are a couple of 
options that can help you:.

The first is Statistics Canada's publication Annual Demographic Statistics. It provides 
the latest population estimates by age group and sex, as well as data on births, deaths 
and migrations. Information is presented by province and territory, census metropolitan 
area, census division (e.g. regional municipality) and economic region. It also includes 
data on marital status and for census families.  You can access this annual publication 
online free of charge.

Another resource is FP Markets - Canadian Demographics.  This publication was 
already mentioned above in conjunction with retail sales data.  It is also an excellent 
resource for basic demographic information (e.g. age, gender, marital status, income, 
education, dwelling type) for cities and towns across Canada.  It is updated annually 
and provides estimates for the current year.  

It also includes two sets of detailed consumer psychographic profiles for each 
community. The first "PSYTE" profiles examine lifestyle patterns and segments the 
population into 60 different categories.
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For example:

THE AFFLUENTS:  Very affluent and educated middle-aged executive 
and professional families.  Expensive, large lightly mortgaged houses in 
very stable, older, executive sections of larger cities. Older children and 
teenagers. 

The second set of PSYTE profiles provide a different segmentation based on financial 
psychographics.

For example:

MORTGAGES & MINIVANS: Large suburban families with young 
children.  The average household income is above average but dwelling 
values are significantly below average.... Dual incomes predominate and 
jobs are a mix of white and gray collar... The tendency towards larger 
families results in significant expenditures on child care, toys and sports 
equipment.

FP Markets - Canadian Demographics provides you with the number and percentage 
of households that fall into each category by city or town. (E.g. 0.61% of households 
(342) in St Catharines, Ontario are classified as "The Affluents").  

You can access this publication at most major libraries and business development 
centres.  You can also purchase it by contacting the Financial Post
http://www.fpinfomart.ca/   ($199)

Another helpful source is SuperDemographics.  This site lets you identify free of 
charge the Lifestyle population groups within a 0.1km to 10km radius of a specific 
postal code.  

An example of a lifestyle group is: 

CLUSTER A: TOP GUN METRO: Top lifestyle, in management, the 
social sciences, education, government and as business owners (2X 
average). Average income: $129,200; home value $389,000. Average 
maintainers’ age, 50, household size 3.1. 75% are English speaking, 
preferring Toronto, Calgary and Ottawa. With more than 15 years of 
education, they spend 4X average on education, and investments. They 
travel 3 times the average, golf, ski and play soccer. They have worldly 
reading habits.
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For a fee ($120 for one month) the SuperDemographics web site also lets you access 
other local data on spending patterns and Census demographics.  All figures have 
been estimated forward.

Local labour market profiles are available from Human Resources and Skills 
Development Canada.  Each local office produces monthly/quarterly as well as annual 
labour market information reports.  The data is collected to profile the employment 
situation in the local community, but the same information can be used to get an insight 
into the local consumer market and economy.  It identifies major companies that have 
closed or opened operations, employment conditions, general local economic 
performance, along with market and industry trends.  You can access these reports at:  
http://www.labourmarketinformation.ca/

Select your province then your city/region and then click on either Labour Market 
Bulletins or Annual Labour Market Perspectives. 

For data on population forecasts see the Forecasts research guide.

Finally look at the vast collection of demographic and market information compiled in 
our Source Lists.  The Market sector is divided into the following subsectors:  

 

Market: Age - Children

Data specifically related to children under twelve years of age.    

 

Market: Age - Tweens

Data specifically related to “tweens” - children between the ages of 9 and 13 
years.

   

Market: Age - Teens

Data specifically related to teenagers - young adults between the ages of 13 
and 19 years.  
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Market: Age - Youth

Data specifically related to adults aged 18 to 35 years.  Includes “Generation 
X”.

   

Market: Age - Mature

Data specifically related to adults aged 35 to 55 years.  Includes “Baby 
Boomers”.

   

Market: Age - Seniors

Data specifically related to adults aged 55 years and over. 

   

Market: Consumers

Data specifically related to consumer behaviour.  Includes loyalty programs, 
holiday shopping habits, debit card use.

   

Market: Demographics

Data specifically related to basic demographic information such as population 
migration, growth forecasts, vital statistics, marital status.

   

Market: Economic Indicators - Forecasts

Data specifically related to the forecast of economic indicators such as GDP 
and CPI

   

Market: Economic Indicators - Performance

Data specifically related to economic performance.  Includes GDP, bankruptcy 
and CPI
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Market: Family

Data related to family structure and type as well as parenting styles.  Includes 
divorce, child support, common-law unions, and marriage.  

   

Market: Geography - Rural

Data related to rural communities across Canada.  

   

Market: Income

Data specifically related to household income.  Include statistics on the affluent 
and millionaires.  

   

Market: Population Groups - Aboriginal Peoples

Data specifically related to Aboriginal Peoples  

 

Market: Population Groups - Disabled

Data specifically related to disabled people.  

   

Market: Population Groups - Gays & Lesbians

Data specifically related to gays, lesbians and transgendered peoples.  
Includes same-sex marriage.

   

Market: Population Groups - Immigrants

Data specifically related to immigrants and immigration

   

Market: Population Groups - Language

Data specifically related to individual language groups
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Market: Population Groups - Visible Minorities

Data specifically related to visible minorities.

  

Market: Psychographics - General

Data specifically related to psychographic information.  Includes lifestyle, time 
use, holiday customs.

   

Market: Psychographics - Canadian Identity

Data specifically related to psychographic information associated with 
Canadian identity.   Includes opinions of other nations, attitudes towards being 
Canadian etc.

   

Market: Women

Data specifically related to women.  Includes survey results which provide 
gender differences.

   

Market: Workplace - Environment

Data specifically related to the conditions of the Canadian workplace and 
workforce.  Includes unemployment, vacation time, occupation.

   

Market: Workplace - Retirement

Data specifically related to retirement.  Includes age of retirement, preparations 
for retirement.  For data on RRSPs see BS: 523 - Securities & Financial 
Investment.

   

Market: Workplace - HR

http://www.stats-link-canada.com/Market-Demographics.html 

http://www.gdsourcing.com/statslinkcanada/SampleMarketResearch.asp?Sectorsubsector=Visible Minorities
http://www.gdsourcing.com/statslinkcanada/SampleMarketResearch.asp?Sectorsubsector=Psychographics - General
http://www.gdsourcing.com/statslinkcanada/SampleMarketResearch.asp?Sectorsubsector=Psychographics - Canadian
http://www.gdsourcing.com/statslinkcanada/SampleMarketResearch.asp?Sectorsubsector=Women
http://www.gdsourcing.com/statslinkcanada/SampleMarketResearch.asp?Sectorsubsector=Workplace - Environment
http://www.gdsourcing.com/statslinkcanada/SampleMarketResearch.asp?Sectorsubsector=Retirement
http://www.gdsourcing.com/statslinkcanada/SampleMarketResearch.asp?Sectorsubsector=Workplace - HR


Stats Link Canada - Market Research - Demographics

Data specifically related to Human Resource issues in Canadian workplaces.  
Includes unionization, absenteeism, worker management.

 

Market: Workplace - Operation

Data specifically related to how businesses operate. This subsector is 
designed to include information for those looking to sell to the business 
market.  Also look at the specific industry subsectors of your target market.  
Includes executive opinions, outsourcing, corporate governance.

   

Market: Workplace - Salary

Data related to the salaries and wages of specific occupations.

   

Market: Workplace - Telework

Data specifically related to telework.  Cover employees who work from home.  
For home-based businesses see: BS: Small Business & Entrepreneurship

 

Next: Ethnic Markets

© John White, GDSourcing - Research & Retrieval 2009
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